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proving (of course I know you can do so) your own high-
mindedness and high principles? Will the justice, wisdom
and uprightness of your intentions and of your conduct be
manifest? ... If all this, I may again be at ease . . . and
though I am but a poor reed, rely upon me for the truest
support and affection."

The Lords might have been able to block the bill, but the
Duke of Wellington made them pass it. With an air of
gloom, with his hat pulled down over his eyes, he was in
the surliest of moods and answered those who opposed
him: "I am quite of your opinion, sir, it's a damned mess,
but I must look to the peace of the country and of the
Queen/ Punch published a little paragraph headed Bigamy:
UA man named Peel was yesterday brought before the
magistrate Mr. Bull, charged with having intermarried
with a female named Free Trade, his first wife Agriculture
being alive."

On the very evening of the day when the third reading
of the Corn Bill was passed, Sir Robert was defeated by a
coalition of Protectionists and Whigs. His neighbour
whispered in his ear: "They say we're beaten by seventy-
three votes." Sir Robert made no reply. He did not even
turn his head; he looked very grave and thrust forward his
chin, as was his habit when he was pained and did not wish
to speak.